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BY SARAH DE CRESCENZO
DAILY REPUBLIC

FAIRFIELD — For 8-
year-old Ameena Long,
creating a Valentine’s Day
card for someone in the
U.S. Air Force makes per-
fect sense.

Her aunt was once in
the Air Force, she said Fri-
day afternoon as she stuck
heart-shaped stickers on
cards for deployed air-
men.

Students at the Leaven
program’s Phoenix Drive
tutoring center met with
Travis airman and local
officials before creating
a batch of holiday cards
to send to overseas
troops in time for Valen-
tine’s Day.

“Probably the number
one (most difficult) thing
about deployment is that
we end up being separated
from our families,” said
Master Sgt. Matt Moore,
with the 60th Air Mobility
Wing.

He served a seven-
month tour in Afghanistan.

Moore, his wife,
Rochelle Moore and chil-
dren, Garrett Moore, 14,
and Nicole Moore, 13, re-
ceived the first Valentine’s
card from the Leaven cen-
ter students on Friday.

The ceremonial over-
sized card had been signed
ahead of time by the stu-
dents for the Moore fami-
ly.

With carefully com-
posed messages of love
and caring, the children

decorated cards with their
sentiments, stickers,
markers and colorful
drawings.

Happy Valentine’s Day,
written in Spanish, was the
message 8-year-old Karla
Espinoza wrote on the first
card she made.

Next to her, 6-year-old
Alejandra Valle wrote “I
love Valentine’s Day” on
two of her cards.

“The soldiers will feel
good when they get (the
cards) because we wrote
nice things,” she said.

Getting cards from the

United States while de-
ployed was always a spe-
cial surprise, no matter
who had made them,
Moore said.

“It was a piece of
home,” he said.

Giving the children an
opportunity to give back to

the community that has as-
sisted them is important,
Leaven Director Mark Lil-
lis said.

Fairfield Mayor Harry
Price, Fairfield Council-
men Rick Vaccaro and
Chuck Timm and Vacav-
ille Councilwoman Dilen-
na Harris attended the
event in addition to about
10 Travis representatives
in uniform.

Reach Sarah de Crescenzo
at 427-6935 or sarahdc@
dailyrepublic.net.
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RIO VISTA — The for-
mer owners of a Rio Vista
pizzeria were targeted last
week in an elaborate scam
to bilk more than $170,000
from their bank account.

The top staff at the Bank
of Rio Vista called police
on the afternoon of Jan. 21
and shared concerns about
a possible fraud attempt,
according to court records
obtained Friday. Starting

the previous day, some-
body had been calling and
faxing the bank trying to
initiate a wire transfer of
$178,480 from Rio Vista to
a bank in South Korea.

The caller identified
himself as one of the
restaurant owners and
gave bank staff an accurate
Social Security number,
birth date and bank ac-
count information. The
caller then told bank staff
the wire transfer was to

purchase food machinery
and restaurant equipment.

Rio Vista police officer
Lisa McDowell called the
man trying to arrange the
wire transfer. Posing as a
bank employee, McDowell
had the man repeat the
confidential identifying in-
formation he gave previ-
ously. Then McDowell
arranged to have docu-
ments for the transfer
faxed to the bank.

During one conversa-

tion, McDowell asked the
man about the weather in
Rio Vista.

“I haven’t been outside
at all today to see it,” the
man coyly told McDowell,
according to the records.

Then McDowell sug-
gested that the man pre-
tending to be the restau-
rant owner come down to
the bank branch. He said
he had been in a recent ve-
hicle accident and was un-
able to leave his home.

Then McDowell told him
he would need to fax a copy
of his driver’s license.

“Unfortunately, due to
my recent involvement in a
car accident, I do not have
my driver’s license. My
new replacement, which is
a restricted license, should
arrive in the mail some-
time next week. Thank you
for your understanding,”
the con man told McDow-
ell, according to the
records.

Rio Vista police contact-
ed the phone company,
which discovered that the
restaurant owners’ home
phone line had been tam-
pered with and all of their
phone calls were being in-
tercepted and rerouted to a
cell phone -- the same cell
phone the con man had used
when talking to McDowell.

The investigation is on-
going and no arrests have
been made.

Quick-thinking bank employees foil scam

BY JESS SULLIVAN
DAILY REPUBLIC

VACAVILLE — Police
are conducting a criminal
investigation into the death
of an 80-year-old Vacaville
woman last weekend.

Police found Mary
Smith last Saturday after-
noon lying unconscious on
the floor of her East Monte
Vista Avenue mobile home.

Smith looked emaciated
and malnourished and had
bruising and bed sores.
Paramedics were called
and Smith was declared
dead, according to court
records filed earlier this
week. Detective Mark Fer-
riera said Smith appeared
to be “severely neglected.”

Police examining the
trailer saw cobwebs and
mold and rotting wood
throughout the trailer. Po-
lice also noticed family
members trying to conceal
a cell phone.

One of the five family
members sharing the resi-
dence with Smith said she
hadn’t been to a doctor in
two years.

Police seized the cell
phone and three comput-
ers in the trailer and will
be examining them, look-
ing for any evidence of
criminal activity.

Reach Jess Sullivan at

427-6919 or jsullivan@

dailyrepublic.net.

Police
to probe
Vacaville
death

Making cards for deployed airmen
Students at
Leaven create
Valentine’s
memories

Robinson Kuntz/Daily Republic

Elian Cornejo looks at Airman 1st Class Erin Lukemire while writing a Valentine’s Day card to Travis troops on Friday.

‘The soldiers will feel good when they get (the cards) because we
wrote nice things.’

—Alejandra Valle, 6

Council to discuss
league membership

FAIRFIELD — On
Tuesday, the City Council
will consider a resolution
to pay another year’s dues
to the League of California
Cities.

Membership for 2011
costs $25,288, the same
amount the city paid in
2010.

Fairfield has been a
member of the league for
“many years” and relies
upon it for advocacy at the
state level, according to a
staff report. 

Goals of the group this
year include strengthening
partnerships with other
groups, promoting “sus-
tainable and secure” pub-
lic pension systems and us-
ing cost-effective strate-
gies in bringing its services
to California cities.

The council meets at
6 p.m. Tuesday in the City
Council chamber, 1000
Webster St.

For more information,
call 428-7400.

Union helps send
students on trip

RIO VISTA — Service
Employee International
Union Local 1021 donated
$4,500 to help Riverview
Middle School eighth-

graders travel to Washing-
ton D.C. and New York
City.

Student Britani Mun-
schauer, 13, went door-to-
door in her neighborhood
to cut grass and do other
housework for donations.
She went to the door of
SEIU executive board
member Michelle Ro-
driguez and the union de-
cided to help the class, a
union press release said.

SEIU Local 2021 repre-
sents 56,000 employees in
local governments, non-
profit agencies, health care
programs and schools in
Northern California. It is
the union that represents
the largest number of
Solano County employees.

Tell us how you found
love on the Internet

FAIRFIELD — Did you
meet your spouse or signif-
icant other on the Internet?

Was it in a chat room? A
website that matches sin-
gles?

The Daily Republic
wants to hear your success
stories of love online.

Please share some back-
ground on where you met
online, your name, city and
daytime phone number.

Send the information to
Amy Maginnis-Honey by 5
p.m. Wednesday.

Flu shot clinic set
for Vacaville today

VACAVILLE — People
can get free vaccines today
for the seasonal flu, whoop-
ing cough and pneumonia.

Solano Public Health is
holding the vaccine clinic
from noon to 4 p.m. at Bren-
den Theatres, 531 Davis St. 

For more information,
go to the website
http://www.solanocounty.
com/healthalerts or call
211.

Golden Gate Bridge to
eliminate toll-takers

SAN FRANCISCO —
The Golden Gate Bridge’s
toll booths will likely be
empty by the end of next
year.

The bridge district’s
board of directors voted
13-2 Friday to replace the
span’s 32 toll-takers with
an all-electronic toll sys-
tem in September 2012.

The Marin Independent
Journal reports the move is
aimed at cutting costs as
the district seeks to close a
$89 million budget deficit.

About two-thirds of
Golden Gate drivers use
FasTrak transponders to
pay tolls and won’t be af-
fected by the change.

Share your good news
with the community

FAIRFIELD — Did

your kids just win a schol-
arship to band camp? Are
your neighbors mowing the
lawns of homes owned by
people who have lost their
jobs? Is your daughter a
new graduate?

Do you have some good
news? Let us know and
we'll put it in our good
news column, which runs
in the newspaper on page
A2 on Friday.

Send your news to Kath-
leen L’Ecluse, Daily Re-
public, 1250 Texas St., Box
47, Fairfield, CA 94533, or
e-mail klecluse@
dailyrepublic.net. Put
Good News on the enve-
lope or in the subject line.

Power glitch shuts
down state networks

SACRAMENTO — An
electrical problem at the
California Legislature’s
data center shut down
computers and blocked
public access to Websites
for about five hours until it
could be fixed.

Jon Waldie, the Assem-
bly’s administrative offi-
cer, said e-mails on the
Legislature’s computers
and BlackBerries was
blocked Friday in the Capi-
tol and at lawmakers’ dis-
trict offices. Some tele-
phone service also was out.

The public could not
read about pending bills or
log on to Senate and As-
sembly websites during
the outage.

—Staff, wire reports



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


